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NORTHERN ANNOUNCES MICROSOFT
PURCHASE OF NORTHERN STORAGE SUITE
2005 ENTERPRISE LICENSE FOR INTERNAL
DEPLOYMENT

Tampa, Florida — June 20, 2005: NORTHERN, global providers of flexible, easy-to-
administer, Windows-based storage resource management (SRM) software solutions, today
announces that Microsoft has purchased an enterprise license of Northern Storage Suite
2005. The terms of the license enable Microsoft to deploy Northern Storage Suite on an
unlimited number of servers and manage unlimited capacity.

Northern Storage Suite consolidates Northern's entire family of storage software products
into one universal SRM solution, integrating disk quotas, reporting, charge-back, automation,
and end-user interaction. The suite facilitates smooth migration and easy scalability, enabling
users to turn on features as needed in response to changes in their storage environment.
Northern Storage Suite 2005 offers NAS support, is cluster-aware, expands storage self-
management through an enhanced end-user portal, simplifies multi-server configuration, and
more.

“Northern pioneered Windows-based storage resource management over 10 years
ago, which makes Microsoft's decision to use its storage resource management to
Northern Storage Suite particularly rewarding,” said Thomas Vernersson, Northern
President. “/t's a validation of our unwavering focus on developing robust storage
management on the Windows platform, an approach that has resulted in more than
25,000 satisfied customers worldwide. In selecting Northern Storage Suite,
Microsoft will benefit from a flexible and easy-to-manage SRM solution—one that
Northern will continue to evolve to meet ever-changing storage management
challenges.”

"Customers are looking for easy-to-manage and reliable storage resource
management across Windows environments,” said Ben Fathi, General Manager,
Windows Server Division. “Microsoft is pleased about Northern’s focus and 10-year
history in developing and delivering complete storage resource management
solutions for Windows environments, making it a good choice for Microsoft’s internal
deployment”



NORTHERN STORAGE SUITE 2005: CORE FUNCTIONALITY

Northern Storage Suite 2005 offers the three ingredients companies want most:
comprehensive storage resource management that increases efficiencies while lowering
administrative overhead, a solution that makes storage less expensive to manage, and a
solution that affords policy-based storage management that can be aligned with objectives on
a departmental or organizational level.

For more information on Northern Storage Suite 2005, as well as pricing, visit us on the web
at http://northern.net/northernstoragesuite/

ABOUT NORTHERN

Northern is an international software company specializing in the development of reliable, flexible, and easy to use
storage management solutions for Windows Server Systems. The company serves a global market through its two
bases of operations, Tampa [FL] and Stockholm [Sweden]. Over 25,000 organizations, in 52 different countries
are using Northern software solutions.

The Northern Storage Suite, as well as the company’s full complement of network administration utilities, is
available through resellers worldwide (spanning 86 countries), authorized distributors, and from Northern directly.
Customers in North America should contact Northern [U.S. Operations] at 1.800.881.4950 or sales@northern.net.
Customer's in other parts of the world should visit Northern's Reseller page at www.northern.net to find their local
Northern software supplier, or contact Northern [European Operations] at +46 8 457 50 00.
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